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The main mission of the Chair of the Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion,” will be to foster a constructive dialogue in order to generate the necessary consensus so that the final document is balanced in terms of content and satisfies all the member states. 
To that end, in order to use the Organization’s time and resources efficiently, the following methodological principles will be kept in mind: 
1. Brevity: The expectation is to adopt a short text with concise political pronouncements. Statements must be to the point and constructive. 
2. Calendar: April 2 to May 15, 2014 is the period for which the meetings of the Working Group are planned. The following table details the date and time of meetings, notwithstanding any changes that the Chair may consider necessary.
	APRIL 2014


	Wednesday, 2

	10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

	First meeting of the Working Group: 
· Presentation and adoption of the procedures and calendar
· General comments
· Presentation of the base document (first part)
· General comments

	Thursday, 10
	2:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

	Second meeting of the Working Group:
· General comments
· Presentation of the base document (second part)
· General comments

	Monday, 21
	*Deadline
	· Deadline for submitting new proposals not contained in the base document. Distribution of first revised version (rev. 1) based on the proposals received.

	Thursday, 24

	2:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

	Third meeting of the Working Group:
· First review of preambular paragraphs

	Tuesday, 29
	2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

	Fourth meeting of the Working Group:
-   First review of preambular paragraphs, continued

	MAY 2014


	Thursday, 1
	10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

	Fifth meeting of the Working Group:
· First review of preambular paragraphs, continued
· First review of declaratory paragraphs

	Thursday, 8

	10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

	Sixth meeting of the Working Group:
· First review of declaratory paragraphs, continued
· Second review of preambular paragraphs

	Friday, 9
	10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

	Seventh meeting of the Working Group:
-   Second review of preambular paragraphs, continued
-   Second review of declaratory paragraphs 

	Tuesday, 13
	10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

	Eighth meeting of the Working Group:
-   Second review of declaratory paragraphs, continued

	Thursday, 15
	2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

	 Ninth meeting of the Working Group:
· Review of pending paragraphs


3. Punctuality: Meetings of the Working Group will begin and end on time. Should it be necessary to extend meetings, the Chair shall make the appropriate arrangements and advise the delegations accordingly, giving them reasonable notice.   
4. Base document: The Working Group will use the Draft Declaration presented by the delegation of Paraguay as the base document for its work. The Chair shall decide when to produce revised versions of the draft during the negotiation process.   
5. Proposal of new topics: Delegations will have until Friday, April 11, 2014 to submit written proposals on new topics not included in the base document. Those proposals will be delivered to the Secretariat in writing to ensure they are correctly recorded, translated, and distributed to the delegations in a timely fashion. 
6. Proposals: to ensure that each proposal is adequately reflected in the course of negotiations at meetings, should he deem it advisable, the Chair may request that, in addition to the regular mechanism for their presentation, they be submitted in writing.
7. Time limit on discussions: The time devoted to the discussion of each paragraph shall be 20 minutes. The President shall determine whether or not it is advisable to extend that time.
8. Informal consultations: The Chair will encourage informal consultations with and among interested delegations in order to find ways to reach consensus on specific paragraphs that give rise to protracted discussions. The Working Group will receive a report on the process of consultations, including the proposals generated.
9. Agreements: Paragraphs that have been agreed upon by the delegations at formal meetings of the Working Group shall not be reopened for discussion unless the Chair deems it appropriate.
10. Languages: As this body is a working group, the working languages will be Spanish and English.
11. Distribution: The various versions of the working document will be distributed digitally. Delegations should bring their own copies of the aforementioned document to the Working Group's meetings.[image: image2.wmf] 
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�.	This fourth revised version of the document (May 5, 2014) is solely to notify changes in the calendar of meetings of the Working Group.
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